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Negro Patients In Mental Hospitals 70 OUR NEW CARDINALS A Man With Great Possessions 


By JOH 


et plight of our Negro! but told. 


brethren in our mental 
hospitals, as patients, is about 
in direct ratio and 
tion’ to the situation in our 
social and economic life in 
general—they get the worst 
ot it all ’round. 

It is not lack of psychiatric 
knowledge, plant 
and equipment of the hospi- 
tals, and the other physical, 


mechanical and material fac- | 
It is lack of humanity; | 


tors. 
of Christianity; of Good Will 
—ot the Love of Neighbor be- 
cause of love of God. 

What the Negro patient 
needs, even more than the 
white patient, is the putting 
into practice by Christians, 
Catholics in particular, of our 
Lord’s teachings in His Ser- 


mon on the Mount, especially | 


where He says: “I was sick 
and you visited me; I was in 
prison and you came to me.” 

The vast majority of the pa- 
tients in our public mental 
hospitals are both sick, and in 
prison; and most of them have 
no one visiting them; and 
no one goes to them. For while 
in theory they are “patients,” 
in practice they are prisoners, 
outlaws, outcasts and pariahs; 
still regarded by too many 
people as diabolically pos- 
sessed, to be shunned, snub- 


bed, maltreated, abused and 
disowned, and not inire- 
quently denied relationship, 


and even acquaintance. How- 
ever harsh or far-fetched and 
obsolete the above may sound 
to the uninitiated, it is the 
truth in too many cases, sub- 
conscious and_ unconscious 
though it may be. The very 
ones holding these unChris- 
tian, inhuman and unscientilic 
concepts would loudly protest 
their innocence, and mostly in 
good faith; for they really be- 
lieve they harbor no such no-| 
tions: but more than 25 years 
experience with friends and 
relatives of the mentally at- 
flicted proves the contrary. | 
In such a state of mind the 
relatives or friends consign 
the sufferer to the “hospital;” | 
to the non-existing “tende 
mercies” of the doctors, atten- 
dants and rest of personnel. 
Too often those who “commit” 
the victim to the “hospital” 
do not refrain from letting the 
personnel know how the: 
view their patient. So that 
the victim finds himself virtu- 
ally imprisoned, and impris- 


oned among hostile jailers, | 
who regard and act toward 
him as though he were a 


criminal. 
Jy. NVARIABLY the patient’s: 
first greeting 


work do you want to do?” 
Frequently, perhaps in ma- 


propor- | 


on | LJ NG with the uni- | 
N ERI | EJOICING 1 th uni 
versal church, Friendship | 
But he is not told) House offers its congratula- 
, , . , lL , ! 7 . 
why he should work, what 
compensation, of whatever! 
sort; what the reason is, what | 
is the objective, or anything | Glennon, 
of the kind, which any human | Mooney, 


MAN makes a lot of money in a factory where they 
build guns, or machine guns, or bombers, or tanks. Or 
|he makes more money in the offices of some company that 
isells these things. 


tions and prayers to America’s 
new cardinals—John Cardinal 


Edward Cardinal}: a ‘ali 
. . Is one oO 2 Cavditalists: > * cas r are ¢ aking 
Samuel Cardinal |'5 of the capitalists: in either case,they are all making a 


jlot of money out of the war, both classes in proportion, and 


| In a year he is richer than he ever was in 
|his life. Maybe he is a man of the working class, mavbe he 


structure | 


from the |} 
hospital personnel is: “What | 


being has a right to know be-!| 


fore he is coerced or otherwise 
forced to perform uncongenial 
drudgery. That this compul- 
sory involuntary servitude is 
euphemistically labelled “Oc- 
cupational Therapy” by the 


does not help the patient any. 
Any patient that has the in- 
telligence and courage to ob- 
ject has the charge “Uncoop- 
erative” recorded in his his- 
tory. This applies with special 
force to the Negro patients. 


It cannot be stated any better | 


than a Negro patient has 
stated it recently in a private 
letter to the writer, so we snall 
quote from it verbatim, for the 
information of our readers 
and friends: “ . . . it was 
work or else—camisole, re- 
straining sheet and/or trans- 
fer to the back buildings. But 
I dared not say anything. If I 
did they would write on my 
what they call history ‘inclined 
to be uncooperative,’ and that 
is bad for a patient. The pen 
that writes in a patient’s his- 
tory can do him an awtul lot 


of harm.” There is much more; | 
it is a four-page letter, but} 
space limitations prevent our 


giving more, in this issue. But 
what we have given will en- 
able anyone to exercise his 


own judgment, and form his} 
‘own appraisal of our civili-| 


zation, of our Christianity, of 
our American Way, etc., that 
permits such conditions to 
flourish in our public institu- 


tions under the banner ot 
‘Continued on page 4) 


perpetrators, and beneficiaries, | 


Stritch, and Francis Cardinal 
Our Holy Father 


! 


| Spellman, 
has justly honored these loya 
sons. Two of the cardinals be- 
long to Friendship House be- 
cause they have welcomed us 
into their dioceses. 
nal Stritch and Cardinal Spell- 
man have a special place in 
our hearts and prayers. These 
words of Cardinal Spellman 
show why he has been a 
friend of Friendship House: 
“We must be men of prin- 
ciple, and courageously guard 


America and ourselves against | 


those who, in hyprocrisy, wear 
the soft, sheer garments ol 


democracy’s defenders, but in |} 


truth are enemies of the 


people’s sacred rights and 
freedoms. 
“We must guard America 


and ourselves against hatreds. 
falsehoods, bigotry and intol- 
erance, for they are the seeds 
from which sprung the curse 


of this world’s war and which. 


of civilization. 
“Every true American and 
i true Catholic must be the un- 


equivocal opponent of every | 


species of bigotry, the octo- 
pian monster that can destroy 
our cherished American in- 
heritance and institutions. We 
must be on our guard lest hys- 


teria following this war give | 


rise to despotic bigotry, politi- 
cal, racial, occupational, or re- 
| ligious,” 


So Cardi- | 


sown again, will toll the end | 


don’t fool vourself. 


However, he is also a pretty 


good person. Somehow the 


grace of God is in this man 
with all this monev: that is 
what it means to sav he is a 
|good person. And he begins 
to think about all the money, 
land what he can possibly do 
with it. For quite suddenly, 
he realizes that he doesn't 
really know what to do with 
it, anv more; before, he had 


thought it would be easy to 


find something to do with a 
lot of money. 

For instance, he had thought 
of all the night clubs he could 
go to, and all the movies. He 
had thought of all the music 
and good dinners and all the 
| pleasure he could have in the 
world. But as soon as he comes 
a little closer to all this, he 
finds out it doesn’t make him 
happy. In the night clubs he 
soon gets tired of all the peo- 
ple being drunk, yelling at 
each other through the smoke. 
And the man don’t 
/want to stay in these places, 
because here people only learn 
to hate each other. or to bore 
each other, or to drive each 
other crazy. , 

So he gives all that up in 
disgust, he doesn’t want this 
big bundle ot 
wants peace. 
| happy. 

And he still wonders what 


says, I 


He wants to be 





| 
{ 
{ 


| 
{ 


cod 


hangovers, he} 


So this man has a lot of money. 


+ 





to do with all the money he 
i has made. 


. UT he argues with him- 

self: “The nightclubs 
where I have been are ter- 
rible, but perhaps only because 
they are full of these men who 
are making money out of the 
death of millions of men like 
themselves. The pleasures of 


'these people can’t make them 
| happy, because there can’t be 


any happiness in anything so 
evil as this is. And my money 
/comes from the same source 
as theirs: can I ever be happy 
with it?” 

Even if the nightclubs were 
good, and the music were bet- 
ter, and the people kinder and 
told jokes that were funny 
and even if they liked one 
another and showed it, even 
then, (he realizes) that would 
not be good enough. Even if 
his money were something he 
had made in a way he could 
be proud of, and still keep the 
|grace of God in him, even 
then, he knows he could not 
buy happiness out of getting 
drunk, or even out of leading 
a moderate life of pleasure. 
| There must be something 
else. Not houses, not refrigra- 
tors, not automobiles, not 
books, not concert grand pi- 
anos: but something else the 
money will be good for, and 
get him peace. 

But he realizes not this 
money, or even clean money, 
can get him peace out of any 
possessions. That’s the kind 
of man he is; he has in him 
enough of God's grace to know 
this much about money, and 
about the world. 


O then he says to himself: 
perhaps I can use _ this 
money to make the world bet- 
ter. And he casts about in his 
mind what fancy schemes he 
ever heard for making the 
world better, and there comes 
to him the idea of the Com- 
munist Party. 
So he goes out and finds a 
Communist making a speech, 
and listens, but soon he begins 
to think about what the man 
is saying, and he comes to 
this conclusion about it: This 
man is entranced with his own 
'dumb jargon, and he has hyp- 
| notised himself with the word 
| science until he thinks that a 
'scientific way to make the 
| world better is to line the poor 
up and give them old_ rifles 
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No. 10. Who’s Who in F. H. 


_.| sold to become one of us. 


ONICA DURKIN, the Di- 
rector of St.* Joseph's 

Farm, Marathon City, Wis., 
comes to Friendship House} Q. I am thinking about be- 
from Cleveland, Ohio, where | coming a staff worker at FH 
her father had an insurance | and after having studied your 
| business of his own which she pamphlets and visited your 
inherited and ran after his| houses in New York and Chi- 
‘death most successfully, but | cago I am still curious about 
the p'ace of St. Joseph's Farm 


- eo - ’ 
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FH’s NEW SUMMER SCHOOL 


OMETIMES the simplest things are the hardest to 
explain, as we have found out since we began to 
tell our friends about the FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


SUMMER SCHOOL OF CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL | 


TECHNIQUES, which we will start this summer at 
St. Joseph’s Farm, Marathon City, Wisconsin. 
Of course this is not to be wondered at. For there is 


St. Joseph’s Farm, and it seems to be one thing; then| 
there is the Summer School on the farm but seemingly | 
So people write and ask: What is the| 
Who are going | 
Who the faculty? | 


apart from it. 
tie-up? Is there any? 
to be the students at the school? 
When is the school going to be open? On and on the 
questions flow in a constant stream until it comes to us 
that we must start all over again and clarify the whole 
thing from the beginning. 

WHAT IS ST. JOSEPHS FARM? 

St. Joseph's Farm is a new branch of Friendship 
House located in arural community. It is open the year 
round, functioning as a vacation place for Friendship 
House Staff Workers and equipped with a good Cath- 
olic lending library, a Director and a Staff thoroughly 
familiar with the locale, and other services for the bene- 
fit of the local community. In July and August of each 
year it will be the home of the summer school. 


WHY IS THE SUMMER SCHOOL LOCATED ON 
A FARM? 

Because the best setting for such a school is a rural 
one, where there is peace and quiet for study and con- 
centration, and where both students and faculty can 
come during vacation time. Also because it is centrally 
located. 

WHY DOES FRIENDSHIP HOUSE WANT TO 
CONDUCT A SUMMER SCHOOL? 


Because for eight long vears, since its foundation in 
the U.S.A. on February 14, 1938, Friendship House mem- 
bers have been living, praying, working with the Negro 
of America for Interracial Justice. 

Now anyone familiar with the American scene will 
readily acknowledge that achieving and securing Inter- 
racial Justice, especially for the Negro, is an enornrous 


Why a farm? 


problem that touches the country and its people on all | 
And any-| 


points—moral, political, economic, social. 
one who can contribute both to its clarification and to its 
realization IS CONTRIBUTING VITALLY TO BRING- 
ING ABOUT BOTH TRUE CHRISTIANITY AND 
REAL DEMOCRACY IN THIS COUNTRY, AND PER- 
FORCE THROUGH IT TO THE REST OF THE 
WORLD. 

Surely the membership of Friendship House, together 
with the clergy who have directed it all these years, has 
such a contribution to make. We feel that the best way 
of going about it is by conducting a summer school which 
can serve as a mouthpiece—passing on to all adults in- 
terested in the question the fruits of our knowledge and 
experience. Hence the Friendship House Summer 
School. 


WHO WILL BE THE STUDENTS? 


Anyone over twenty-one—men and women, colored | 
or white—who is interested in Interracial Justice and in| 


Catholic interracial techniques. 


narians and priests are particularly invited, and special 
accommodations will be provided for them in the town. 


Because we have not yet completed arrangements for | 
nuns we will be unable to invite them this year. And} 


as it is, we have to limit the number of students as fol- 
lows: two priests and seminarians each term; six lay- 
men each term; and eight laywomen each term. 
WHO WILL BE THE FACULTY? 

Generally speaking, the reverend clergy who through 


It should appeal es-| 
pecially to social workers, nurses and teachers; semi-| 





Education, charm, business | in the general economy of FH. 
ability, all these are hers. But} What part does it play in the 
| what endears ae to a is se | overall picture? | 
' deep charity and humility, her be ie , 
coals of God and her constant A. Your curiosity is shared 
service to Him in her neigh- 


| and correspondents who won- 


bor. I met her about ten years | ss : 
ago lecturing in Cleveland. | 4€T why an interracial group 
eS : 5 7 es : 


7 gs settle in a rural area. 
She was busy then organizing should settle in a rural at 


. ~ } . 3 “AC . . . , 
|} and opening the Sacred Heart |Our main reason for be ing 
' Interracial Center. which she | there is our school of Catholic 

ran for several vears interracial technique which is 
| Her interest in the Lay | described at length Ron oe 
Apostolate has always been | issue. We prov ide a place er 
great, perhaps because she |for retreats and vacations for 
; : ; : ¢ ‘ 4 | . . , ce 
realizes so well and clearly its | OUt staffworkers. Beyond this 

fs c | cabins Sherman as. aOkeh a. a 
great need in our tragic days. | We have a circulating library 
At times it seems to me that | Which we hope to have blessed 

“em: | a " 

her coming to Friendship | 20d opened this month, We 
House was almost miraculous, | hope to add other activities as 
but that is for God to decide. | t!me goes on. 


| All I know is that we are for-| Q. What is the daily routine 
tunate in having her direct St. | at the Farm? 

| Joseph’s Farm, for within the 

Lay Apostolate she loves the | 
rural part best. 
because people like Monica | a tension area or on the Farm. 
are rare. There is a persever-|A staff worker’s first concern 





A. Friendship House is a 


ance, a faith, a charity in her | is to integrate her daily life 


that makes me think of her | with the liturgy of the Church. 
patroness, St. Monica, the} Daily Mass and Holy Commu- 
Mother of St. Augustine. Both | nion begin the day and after 


never give up praying and | breakfast Prime is recited be- | 


| hoping for the extension of | fore one begins the tasks as- 
| God's Kingdom in one or|signed to her in her daily 
, many souls—both are ready to | schedule. 
| give their all even unto them- | on the Farm differs slightly in 


have, 


in the city houses but all is 
| Drop in on St. done in accordance with the 


Joseph's 


Farm sometime and see for) FH spirit which recognizes the , 
dignity of labor and recalls | 


yourself, 


taken part in the work and activities of Friendship | 


House, the Directorate of Friendship House, and such 
lay people of both races as are thoroughly familiar with 
the subject. 


WHEN DOES THE SCHOOL START AND HOW 
MANY TERMS WILL IT HAVE? 


| 

| This year the school will have only two terms of two 
weeks each. The first will extend from June 30 to July 
13; the second from July 21 to August 3. Each term 
will be a complete course. 

We had hoped to be able to have four terms through 
July and August, but due to the fact that the farm was 
ready for occupancy only in August, 1945, and that after 
we took possession of it extensive repairs were necessary 
on the farmhouse proper, which did not allow us to be- 
gin work on the big round barn which will eventually 
‘house the school proper, we are limited to only two 
terms this year. This is why, too, we can have such a 
limited number of students and are unable to invite the 
Sisters to our student-body. But by July, 1947, we will 
be ready to go full steam ahead. 
| IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FURTHER DET AILS OR 
| DESIRE TO REGISTER, please write to MISS MARY FRE- 
GEAU, the Dean ef Friendship House Summer School. 8 


West Walton Place, Chicago 10, Mlinois. Registration closes 
finally on June 1, 1946. 


} 
| 
| 
! 
} 


Penitence 


| Though there be rain to hide Thy face from me, 
I see it all the clearer through the mist 
That shines on shadowed petals and has kissed 
The long, dark fingers of the night-to-be. 
When there is storm and lightning parts the sky, 
Then through the hiatus I see Thy face; 
I know that in this love-forsaken place 
You'll bring Your love in starlight by-and-by. 

- When men have fought, and in their fighting, died; 
When fools have done injustice in Thy name; | 
Your voice has been forgiveness, never blame: 
I've seen footprints in ferns, which mark your stride 
Thy voice has whispered to me in the wind; 
Thy voice consoles my heart—I, who have sinned. 


} 





9) 9) 0 °20 


by many of our farm visitors | 


Naturally the work | 


| 
> | > 
/selves for these--and both | character from the work done | 
| 





Farm Bulletin 


By MONIC 
‘4 Future Staff Worker Looks at the Farm 


4 DURKIN 


often that “to labor is to pray.” 
During the day one has oppor- 
tunity to do some spiritual 
reading and provision is made 
for getting out each day into 
the glorious Wisconsin coun- 
tryside. Compline is recited 
before retiring. 


Q. What special qualifica- 
| tions do you think a Farm SW 
needs? 


A. I think it is pretty im- 
portant that she like the rural 
life—or at least be able to 
adapt herself gracefully to the 
tempo of rural life. In addi- 
tion she must be of sufficient 
vision to realize that her part 
in the FH apostolate is just as 
important, though seemingly 
so remote, as that of her busy 
co-workers in the cities. If 
she has that appreciation of 
the relative value of her con- 
tribution to the total of FH 
activities she will not feel iso- 
_lated spiritually or geograph- 
ically from others who are 
/working in what seem perhaps 
'more stimulating and more vi- 
tal locales, 


Q. How are Staff workers 
chosen for the Farm? 


A. By the Director General 
who can transfer all workers 
as she sees fit.- 

Q. How does St. Joseph's 


Farm fit into the Interracial 
picture? 


But more so! way of life, whether lived in | 


A. St. Joseph’s Farm is an 
example of successful rural 
Catholic Interracial living. To 
my knowledge it is the first 
such under Catholic auspices, 


Q. Will St. Joseph's Farm 
actually cultivate the land? 


A. We hope one day to do so. 
For the nonce we have not 
sufficient help to do so. We 
are intensely interested in the 
rural life movement and share 
the ideas of Eric Gill, Father 
Vincent McNabb and others 
on the virtues of the back to 
the land movement. We be- 
long to the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference. We 
will try to raise our own vege- 
tables next summer and can 
them. We will also plant some 
fruit trees and berry bushes. 


Q. What is the physical set- 
up of the Farm? 


A. The property consists of 
a nine-room house, a garage 
and a large red barn. The lit- 
tle Rib River runs through the 
land offering an opportunity 
for swimming, fishing, ete. 


Q. What type of help is 
needed on the Farm? 


A. We would welcome any 
person of good will who 
wishes to embrace the FH way 
of life. If in addition she 
could type, conduct craft class- 
(es and youth activities, we 
| would be delighted. In rural 
| areas, as well as in the cities, 
| the need for youth centers is 
| drastic and we would like to 
|help our neighbors to estab- 
lish and maintain one. 


Q. Sounds like what I have 
been searching for—so what 
do I do now? 


A. Fill in that staff work- 
er’s application, run to. the 
nearest mailbox and mail it to 
Mrs. Eddie Doherty, 8 West 
Walton Place, Chicago, 10, Ii- 
linois, and we'll be looking 





4, 
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FRIENDSHIP HOUSE CONVENTION 


; By MABEL C 
SS ie Ss Friendship House 


>. KNIGHT 


gave a wonderful welcome to 


the Skyscraper Delegation from Harlem and the Daisy 


Delegation from St. 
It was a great joy 


and other 
Regina Home, 
supported by the women of the 
colored parishes on the South 


girls. Mrs. James had a lovely 
urday 
tions. People welcomed us int 


Joseph’s Farm in Marathon, Wisconsin. 
to those who could 
friends and fellow-workers again. 
Teevy prepare wonderful meals of donated food. 
volunteers entertained us royally 
formerly a millionaire’s mansion, 


many dear 
Club helped 
Tena, Gerry 
at dinner at the 
founded and 
Triple Sodality from the three 

home for working 
us at her home Sat- 


vo to meet 
The Mothers’ 


Side as a 
party for 


night after the Chinatown supper Eddie Doherty men- 


o their homes in spite of the 





inconvenience to themselves and their fa milies. Hospitable 
Chicago! +- iabnanaeanaapiih aie 
Vionica Durkin’s broken looking for subjects, but the 


ankle gave Jim Quinlin and 
Joe Newman a chance to gain 
new stars for their crowns by 
pushing her wheelchair to the 
meetings. But Monica’s charm 
and wit helped to repay them 
even here and her presence 
was a big addition to the in- 
terest of the discussions. 

At the South Side Commu- 
nity Art Center we met Fred- 
erick the artist whose 
powerful and beautiful water 
colors are on exhibit there. We 
were delighted to find that his 


Jones. 


mother lives only one bloek 
from Harlem Friendship 
House. His interesting St. 
Paul was inspired by a Do- 
minican father he met at 
River Forest whem he saw 


plaving with a tame pigeon. 
He knows nothing of Catholic 
symbolism and so was quite 
surprised that we had thought 
he had meant to represent the 
Holy Ghost. He says the art- 
ists haunt the parks there 


ones they are looking for most 
eagerly are nuns. Their pic- 
turesque habits make the art- 
ists’ fingers fly trying to cap- 
ture them before the good la- 
dies have vone. 

It was a strenuous week 
morning, after- 
noon and evening, of the thing 
that is nearest our hearts 
how Friendship House can 
best spread the message of the 


discussions, 


charitv of Christ. Everyone 
had his sav from the newest 
staff worker to the Baroness 


and the priests who attended. 
We did not know until the end 
of the week that the Baron- 
ess’s mother was critically ill 


in Belgium, although word 
had come the previous Sun- 
day. The baroness hadn't told 


us for fear of spoiling the joy 
of our week together. She 
gave the volunteers an inspir- 
ing talk on the necessity of be- 
ing willing to give their lives 


(Continued on page 5) 


Monday Night Forums 


One of the oldest techniques 


of FH to promote better race 
relations is a weekly Open 
Forum held on Monday eve- 
nings. White and colored 
gather together amicably un- 
der the same roof and after 
a talk by a white or colored 
speaker on a _ subject con- 


nected with the inculeation of 
true standards of human re- 


lations, they can fraternize 
over a cup of tea — and a 
prejudiced person often be- 


gins thus, to see the other fel- 
low as a human being just like 
himself. 

This month some of our 
speakers included: 

John Yaneey. Winner of the 
Hoey Award in 1945 and Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the UTSEA, 
whose talk on the CRISIS IN 
AMERICA was 
factual and very 


inspiring, yet 
instructive. 
“What we ordinary people 
support wage In- 
said Mr. Yancey. 
“Support every device to pre- 
vent monopoly. Wateh Con- 
gressmen. Support OPA, to 
ward off inflation and another 
depression. By these means we 
will work toward making 
America a. real democracy 

and we'd better do so, before 
Stalin’s prediction that Capi- 


Cain do Is 


creases,” 


talism brings war again comes 
true.” 

Irene M. Gaines, of the 
Women's Division of the Ur- 
ban League, outlined the great 
harm done to human beings 
by the apparently harmless 
attitude of whites who believe 
in residential segregation. 

“People sign agreements to 
keep Negroes out—these are 


called restrictive cevenants. 
85‘. of Chicago is held by 
them. 

“The 300,000 Negroes in Chi- 
cago are living in space in- 
tended originally for 110,000 
people! And 60‘. of all hous- 
ing in the Black Belt is sub- 
standard—many without toi- 
lets or running water at all, 
with outside facilities, unre- 


paired nousing hazards, inade - 
quate heat, light, air, etc.” 


Mary Fregeau, formerly of 
the Harlem FH and now work- 
ing for FH Summer School 
of Catholic Interracial Tech- 
niques, spoke on St. Thomas 
Aquinas. A interesting 
fact pointed up in the talk is 
that St. Thomas was canon- 
ized, not for his Summa Theo- 
legiea and his other brilliant 
writings, but for his humility, 
obedience, and charity, as a 
member of the Dominican 
Order 


most 


Department of Anonymeus Communications 


‘To Chicago Council: Do 
you see whites carrying knives 
around? No. But every 
darned Negro tarries one.” 

Our anonymous friend 
should read the recent report | 
on Froebel School in Gary | 
made by three distinguished | 
educators. They tell that “on, 
Sept. 13, 1943, a knife inspec- 


i the ' oe rere) 


the extent to which 345 boys 
(236 white and 109 Negro) in 


the Froebel School carried 
knives. Only 16 knives were 
found. Many of these were of 


the penknife variety. Ten of 


the knives were in the posses- 
sion of white boys and six | 


were owned by Negroes.” 


—F yom ARR ED Bulletin 


. 


| reetion of Sister Theresa, 


| 


CHICAGO 
HOUSE 


309 E 3 ST 





CONGRATULATICNS 


Chicago Friendship House 
with the rest of the 
world in offering congratula- 
tions to the thirty-two new 
cardinals recently clevated by 
Pope Pius X11. 

“Tt falls to the Church... to 
urge her children with their 
fellow citizens in promoting 
the common good and assist- 
ing the weak and underprivi- 
leged in securing their rights 
in society,” were the words 
Cardinal Siritch used in 
speaking some time ago to the 


joins 


Memphis Convention of the 
Catholic Committee of the 
South. 

We Chicagoans thank him 


for these words and for his en- 
couragement and approbation 
of the work of Friendship 
House when we first came to 
Chicago in 1942 

To Samuel Alphonsus Car- 
dinal Stritch we extend our 
best wishes and prayers. 


Californéa Pen Pals 
GROUP of children of the 


r I x 
A sixth and seventh grades 
at San Carlos School, Monte- 
rey, California, read about the 
children of the Casita in the 
Friendship House News. These 
boys and girls, under the di- 
had 


'a contest and raised $35 for the 


the 
for 


Chicago 
Christmas 


Martinettes of 
House to use 
parties, 

They also made a beautiful 
spiritual bouquet of Masses, 
Hours of Silence, Rosaries, etc. 
When anyone questions Bill 
Flynn regarding the six par- 
ties in five days, he states: 
‘They had to be a success with 
all those prayers.” Yes, the 
prayers were needed and we 
appreciate the sacrifice that the 
sixth and seventh grade stu- 
dents offered up to God beg- 
ging His blessing on the chil- 
dren of the Chicago House. 

The children in California 
would like to become pen pals 
with some of the children of 
our center. They were for- 
warded the Christmas edition 
of the Martinette Flash, the 
official organ of the children’s 
center,and were told to select 
a child and write a letter to 
him and we would endeavor 


to have the child respond. We 
have received many letters 
from the San Carlos students 
and the Martinettes are busy 
replying to the many ques- 
tions. 


I wish to express my thanks 
to the children of the are and 
seventh grades of the San Car- 
les Scheel and to Sister 
Theresa for their interest in 
the children of our Center aud 
I shall endeavor to assist them 
in making friends with the 
children of the Chreago House. 


Clifford Thomas, 
Children’s Director. 





| AROUND THE HOUSE 


By ANN HARRIGA 


As long as a Negro has to live in slums... 


As long as a Negro is refused a hospital bed... 
As long as a Negro is refused a job... ° 


As lomg as a Negro is denied good schooling... 


Friendship House has work to do. 


“Come and see. are the words we address to all 
those who, sick in heart and soul at the thought of how we 
Christians treat Christ in our brother the Negro. are won- 


dering how they can really work for Christ, to heal the wounds 
made by race pride and prejudice in His Mystical Body. 


You will 
America 
rest of the civilized world. 
in the same area in peace and harmony 
the table, eating, talking, reading 
ticipating in the Mass and breaking 
the holy table of the Lord learning techniques 
home, the parish, the job or school, the social contacts, 
will help infiltrate true Christian principles of human 
tions as God intended them to be, slowly, naturally, 
levels of society. 


ATURALLY .. . is the proper word for the inter- 

racial work of FH. FH is one of the most matural and 
normal places in the world. True, as Father La Farge 
we must never let slip an opportunity to WEDGE IN the right 
and Christian ways of living as human beings together .. . 
and we never do, as far as we know. But likewise, we know 
that Rome wasn’t built in a dav. that there is much evil in 
the world, which obscures men’s vision, that the chance we 
all long for in men’s hearts is no less than a lifework —- 
and we go about our ways quietly for the most part, but 
uncompromisingly and fully aware of the place we must take 
in the world today. 


see in FH some of the strangest things in all 
White and colored people living 

gathered about 
. going to church, par- 
Bread TOGETHER at 
in the 
that 
rela- 
in all 


Savs, 


or a vouth group... 
but whatever you 
done 


You may run a children’s club 
cook . . . clean teach 
do it will be a whole and simple and integral thing 
for God and one’s neighbor. 

You will be hot—Chicago steams in the summer. You will 
often be tired—the work is hard. But if you can come for 
the six weeks of the summer, or any week of it. from June 
25 to August 15, you will be living an adventure with God 


sing 


‘such as vou probably never had before. 


O YOU, STUDENTS OF JUNIOR OR SENIOR COL- 
LEGE—white and colored, men and women—we particu- 
larly address this call . for now you have the time that 
you may never have again this may be your only chance 
to plumb some of the depthts of your faith as it can be lived 
gloriously in action, doing the most VITAL WORK THAT 
POPES, BISHOPS, PRIESTS, AND INFORMED LAYMEN 
HAVE BEEN URGING for years—the work of interracial 
justice—to see how we lay people can assist the hierarchy in 
the work of the Church. 
These are the things you will never see more clearly than 
when vou come to FH as a visiting volunteer for even a few 


weeks. 
The time vou give fs given to Christ. Your spirit, vour 
work, vour talents will be added to those of all who recoil 


r the sins we all commit 
whole selves to 


in horror and mourn deeply withii fo 


against our netghbor who give their 


the answering of this “burning question,” the “heresy of 
racism.” 

As long as we white people look the other way when the 
race question is discussed, or, when faced with a specific 
case in our own setting, ignore it as too big for little “me’— 
we are being about as intelligent as the ostrich who, tha 
storm raging outside, merely sticks his head in the ground. 

To have a roof over your head is no luxury . . . to geta 
bed in a hospital is luxury to have a job to support 


no luxury.--YET THESE ARE THE THINGS 


your family is 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF NEGROES (AND 
OTHERS) LACK SO OFTEN BECAUSE OF OUR NEGLI- 
GENCE OR APATHY! 

Let us unite to work for the common good. 

Let us give our time and talents to wipe out the evils of 
this heresy. 

we further information about working in FH for the sum- 
mer or — of the summer, write to Miss Blanche Scholes, 309 
E. 43rd. S St., Chicago 15, Ill. 

We Welcome Another Interracial Council 

The CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL has estab- 

lished @ permanent center at 1003 Lawver'’s Building, where 


all program activities will be carried on. 
The Center will 
act as a clearing place for 


racial nature: maintain a 


for the Council; 
nioneuiien of a Catholic inter- 
reference and research library; 
stock pamphlets on Catholic doctrine; furnish literature and 
do posters for school use; provide panel or individual lec- 
tures: and generally serve the community in an educational 
way to bring about interracial charity and justice. 
A Layman’s Catholic Action Group -— Blessed 
DePorres, O. P., Patron 
CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL 
1003 Lawyers’ Building 
Detroit 26, Michigan 
dillac 2176 


serve as a “workshop” 


Martin 


and yet the most natural and Christian to the. 





(Continued from page 1) 
and send them out to be shot 
by the police and the army. 
And he thinks the best way 
to make people happy is to 
teach them hatred, and to 
promise them an earthly para- 
dise, and let them turn the 
world upside down trying to 
get it, so that, in the end, there 


is no earthly paradise, no 
heavenly paradise, no pie 
either in the sky or anywhere 


else, and everybody is only fit 
to be mowed down by the 
tanks of a crowd of gangsters 
who have seen fit to come in 
and take over this stupid and 
miserable chaos and exploit 
it to suit themselves. 

So the-man says, I would 
be crazy to give this money to 
the Communists, because in- 
stead of using it to make peo- 
ple happy, they would use it 
to bring trouble, and _ riots, 
and starvation, and death. 


HEN somebody comes up 


to him and says: “You 
can buy government bonds 
and not only make some 


money yourself but help our 
country. Or you can take the 
money and use it in some way 
to support the war, so that 


_ we can crush the enemy who 





is making so much misery in 
the world.” 

But he says: “I cannot argue 
whether what you say is true| 
or not, because it is something 
I don’t know anything about 
one way or another. But I do 
know this: I have this money, 
and I want to do something 
good with it, and using it to 
help people killed, while it 
may be politically useful, is 
not my definition of something 
good. In fact, | am looking 
for something much better to 
do with my money than to 
buy death for men.” 5 

And then he thinks of all 
the big organized charities, He 
thinks of the pictures he has 
seen on billboards and in mag- 
azines, of lovely cripples with 


sweet patient smiles that 
warm the heart with a great 
big sentimental glow. And 


he thinks: “All I have to do 
is sign a check, and hand it 
over, and sit back and imagine 
the happiness the money will 
bring to the pretty little crip- 
ples. And in the ears and 
eyes of my mind will come the 
sight and sound of the follow- 
ing charming scene: a little 
brave kid on crutches looks up 
to the kind nurse and says: 
“What kind of person makes 
it possible for me to receive 
such lovely kind treatment in 
this fairyland of a hospital?” 
and the nurse replies, “Men 
like this marvelous, handsome, 
generous, upstanding and holy 
citizen who, in his perfection, 
has just given his riches to our 
charity, all of which comes to 
keep you here, minus, 
course, about forty percent 
which is deducted, on the way, 
by this agent and that agent 
to cover the expenses of our 
big camvaign.” 

And then the man _ thinks 
how all he would have to do 
would be to hand over the 
check, and after that dream 
up such pictures as this, and 
never have to see any of the 
sickness himself, any of the 
ugliness, any of the filthiness 
of suffering, nor smell the 
smells of the hospital nor hear 
the cries of the sick, nor see 
their faces. But, instead of all 
this, he can sit back and ad- 
mire his own. name_in big 


of | 


A Man With Great Possessions 


| 





,| Spends ten thousand dollars, 


| 
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print in the newspaper, 
praised for his wonderful 
charity. 


O he gets up and spits this 
kind of thinking clean out, 
and forgets it and turns to 
something else. And he says: 
“Nevertheless, the only way I 
can have peace is by using this 
money to do good, because if 
God permits money to come 
into our hands, it is only in 
order that we may use it for 
doing good.” 

Then he goes out and goes 
where the streets are dirty 
and the houses high and cold 
and foul and crammed with 
people, and he goes in the 
streets where you find suffer- 
ing and poverty and fear and 
hatred and sin. And looking 
at all these things, he realizes 
that he has seen them all his 
life without seeing them, and 
now his eyes are opened upon 
their squalor and their terror. 

Then the man begins to feel 
sorrow for cne thing: that the 
money he has is so little. He 
begins to wish he were the 
richest man in the country, 
or that he had all the money 
of the ten richest men in the 


Perpetual Vows 


Behold me, O Lord, 

I have come a the valley 

Where there is famine and 
death; 

I have come from the valley 


and fear, 
Come to the hill and the Sun. 
Here on the hill where the 
Sun is warm, 
The Breeze 
sing. 
I may sing of air and Light, 


gentle, 


world, and even all that} Of clouds, and the Sun's warm 
money would not be enough Light. 

to turn the evil of all these 

istreets into good, because | Here on the hill I may talk to 
money itself can’t turn any- You, 


| 
Talk: of myself and You. 


For I have come from 
valley 

}Come to the hill and You, 

Come to sing and talk, 

Come to live with You. 


Lois Burry. 


thing into anything anyway. 
But with all that money and 
his own desire to do good, this 
man knows that he could real- 
ly make some little good out 
of all this evil. 

And at once he takes what 
little he has and begins to turn 
evil into good, as far as he can. 
He buys food to feed those | 
who are starving and clothes 
to cover those w ho are shiver- 
ing in the cold and shoes for 
those whose soles are mended 
with wads of paper and he 
puts all he has into a perma- 
nent place for feeding people 
who are hungry, clothing the 


the 








will know enough not to be- 
lieve you, but they will also 
know enough to encourage 
you to go on telling such stor- 
ies, because it makes them feel 
a little better that such things 
should be imagined possible 
concerning a iich man, if only 


needy, and what is left over] in a story. 

he spends on books about God But if vou actually believe 
for the people who are hungry | this story vou are crazy. 

in their minds to read when Or are you crazy? AmTa! 
they have warmed their bod-| liar? 


Am I deceiving myself and 
trving to fool everybody else 
when I imagine such things 
as this, when I imagine just 
the possibility of a man’s act- 
ing according to the word of 
Christ, giving all he has to the 
poor and following God? 

If it is not possible for such 
a man as this to exist in the 
world today, then the Com- 
munists are right, and those 
who attack the Church, saying 
it is only system by which 
a few people elevate them- 
selves to money and power, 
while a whole lot of other un- 
fortunate men merely use it 
to deceive themselves with 
some kind of a dope dream 
of goodness which never gets 
| Carried out in reality. 


‘THE ANSWER is to 
about the Christians in the 
world who have given every- 


ies and have enough aed 
to try to read and think. And 
now that he has no more 
money, he remains with these 
people, fearing nothing and 
believing that God, out of love 
for the small good that has 
been done here, will soon send 
other men with more money, 
who were of the same mind as 
he, so that it all may continue. 

| 

| 

} 


And in this way the man 
not to get pleasure for him- 
self, not to get respect for his 
name and his character, but 
in order that a good act may 
have been done, that in the 
middle of evil there shall be 
goodness and, in the middle of 
unhappiness, the comparative 

peace that is in good acts, be- 

cause there is only happiness | 
in doing good things, simply | 
because they are good (that is | 
what is meant by doing good | thing to the poor, and gone 


for the Love of God). }out, and followed Christ, car- 
So he spent ten thousand |rying a cross of sacrifices and 
dollars. ... | penance and love for other 
men, 
| Pepa if you believe this|thrown back: “Where are 
story you are crazy, and| these saints? If they ever ex- 
if I go on telling it, Iam a liar, jisted they are dead. Who is 
It is nothing but a story. Tell] doing such things in this 
it to the poor, they may still} world?” . 
believe it, because they have} And w hen our enemies say, 
in themselves still some de-|}“Show me”, what are you 
sire for good things to happen. sping to do, if you are a 
Tell it to the rich, and_the Stian? How are vou soins 





tell | 


And still the reply is} 





Of tears end pain, of darkness | 


| 


I may | Harlem, 


SS esses ue 














FRIENDSHIP HOUSK NEWS 


Negro Patients In Mental Hospitals 


(Continued from page 1) 


in the nat 


“hospitals” and 
“Neuro- 


of “Mental Hygiene” 
logy.” “Psychiatry” 
else. 

However, it cannot be too 
often emphasized that it is 
first a human problem, and an 
administrative problem; what 
is needed most of all is the in- 
troduction of humane adimin- 
istration. And that must come 
from the top—from doctors— 
from the Commissioners and 
Superintendents. They have 
full authoritv. And they are 
an ethical profession. They 
formulate policy, practices, 
methods, etc. And most im- 
portant they set the pace for 





do more 
written 


their example they 
than any amount of 
or spoken direction, 


The plight of the Negro pa- 


to answer them? With an ar; 
”» » ’ 
gument? With a fight? 

What good will all your ar- 
guments be? The others will 
still point to places like 
and say: “Show me 
how many people have given 


A handful. 
What can thev 


these people? 
Half a dozen. 
ever do?” 

There is only one answer 
that can ever silence the men 
who attack the Church, and 
it is not an argument, because 
we have no arguments and no 
logic that can silence them 
until our lives live up to the 
words of our speeches about 
Charity. 


We have no arguments that 
can ever silence the enemies 
of the Church, because they 
will simply refuse to listen, 
as long as we do not also do 
which our 
before men 
that they may see our Father 
who is in heaven, because it | 
is only in the light of our send | 
acts, of our love that they will 
ever see Him. 

No matter what is the log- 
ical certainty of our argu- 
ments, logic is not a concrete 
fact, and a necessary argu- 
ment is not one either. But an 


good works, 
light shall 


in 
shine 


act of charity is a concrete 
tact, and facts are all that our 
enemies will even consider. 


Most of them don’t even be- 
lieve in such a thing as logical 
necessity, so how are we to 
convince them with necessary 
arguments? 


UT WHAT ABOUT OUR- 

SELVES? Don’t we even 
desire to see God either? Have 
we no love of Him, 
ourselves desire to 
Him at all? 

In all 
suming 
enough 
truths, 
and see 
of Him, 


possess 


our arguments, as- 
we are interested 
in God to study His 
we come close to Him, 
vague representations 
figures and analogies 
that have something to say 
about Him, remotely. But in 
good acts we actually possess 
Him. When there is present 
in us, the virtue of Holy 
Charity, then God is in us, and 
we have Him, and we hold 
Him prisoner in us and He 
cannot get away from us. He 
absolutely cannot leave us, al- 
though He is almighty, unless 
we ourselves let Him go by 
ceasing to love Him and ceas- 
ing to love Him especially as 
He is in other men, around us. 

But how soon we let Him 
get away from us and drive 

OI) a it 


aT | > 


the subordinate employees. By 7 


up ev ervthing to live im 


don’t we} 





and what |} usual, 








1946 





Mareh. 








itient from whose letter we 


ne| have quoted is the plight of 


patient (barring the 
but rare, exceptions) 
white as well as Negro. But 
the Negro is the more sinned 
against as he is in all our so- 
ciety. The duty of all Chris- 
tians, Catholics in particular, 
is unmistakably clear. 


every 





Mr. Erit is an active worker 
in the Association for the Im- 
provement of Conditions in 
Mental Hospitals, whose office 
is at 1440 Broadway, New 
York City. This is an apos- 
tolate which is very neglected 
—itaking care of or visiting 
patients in mental hospitals. 
We hope some of our readers 
will feel impelled to help these 
pathetic people. If you dis- 
agree with Mr, Erit’s views we 
would welcome letters. 





destroying what little good- 
ness He has brought to us, 
smashing it and throwing it 
out in pieces, with some act 
of greed or some movement of 
pride or hatred or anger or 
envy or lust; by saying who 
we think ought to be killed in 
the world; by saying how 
much better we are than some- 
body else; by demanding for 
ourselves what cannot be ours; 
by putting ourselves ahead of 


everybody around us, and 
making ourselves first, and 
grabbing for ourselves, and 
asserting our hatreds and 


prides like the Communists 
and the Nazis and the rich 
and the crazy and the lost and 
the miserable in the world, be- 
cause we also are not only in 
the world, but too often of the 
world, and as bad as every- 
body -else in it, if not much 
worse! 

In doing all these things we 
drive God from the doors of 
our houses. In refusing money 
to any beggar, even when we 
think the beggar is a fake and 
a drunkard, we also refuse 
God and go against one of His 
most explicit words to men: 
“Judge not that ve be not 
judged!” 


EFORE we can ever an- 

swer the enemies of the 
church, we will have to do 
good, we will have to give to 
the poor, and be, ourselves, 
poor in spirit. We will have 
to be merciful. We will have 
to love peace, and love purity 
of heart, being clean in all our 
desires, and patient and hum- 
ble in all things, no matter 
what others do to us, or say 
against us. We will never con- 
vince those who don’t believe 
in God of the existence of 
God, if they do not see in us 
the insatiable hunger and 
thirst after God that is only 
shown by the desire to do 
good, 


No matter how shining and 


| brilliant is the great depth of 


our metaphysical truth, it is 
no good to us in arguments 
with people who don’t believe 
metaphysics exist, and do not 
even believe that truth exists, 
half the time. 
There is only 
to make them 


one answer: 
see God. And 
they will see Him only with 
their eyes, in good acts that 
we may do, not acts that we 
do in order to be seen, but acts 
that we do in order to be good, 
because goodness, like a city 
on a mountain cannot be 
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HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 


A.B.C. of Friendship House | FH Convention 


(Continued from February Issue) 
for Christ before they can 


HOW DOES FRIENDSHIP HOUSE “RECRUIT” ITS | overcome Communism or idol- | 
STAFF WORKERS? atry of material things. Fr. 


McTernan gave a marvelous | 
Friendship House has no special program of ‘ 

ing.’ It leaves this matter entirely to the Holy Ghost. | 
True, it has many contacts with laymen and women of | 
the eligible age, through its lectures, literature, the, 
Friendship House News, a monthly paper it puts out, its! FH, in cooperation with Negro 
groups of local Volunteers, and its friends who partici-| sroups, began the task of mak- | 
pate in the many interesting open forums, discussion} ing white America conscious | 
groups, study clubs Friendship House constantly runs. | of the injustices heaped on the 





Marck. 1946 


of the vineyard asks, 


la priest’s point of view. Here | how much time goes for 
‘are some of the highlights | spent for God? Do you 


‘from it: 
: should be better known and 
“Now before the war started, — ( 


an afternoon, 


| Give an hour, 
rewarded 


;you will be richly 


NI n, ¢ . ron + 
Plus, of course, many come through the confessional, | Negro. Because the war is | panionship of a 
where the reverend clergy, aware of the vocation of the | | over, FH will only increase its | ;in serving and knowing God 


endeavors, for internal peace 
Lay Apostolate Friendship House style, as well as many hinges, to a great extent, on 


others, send to us those they think are specially fitted! the settling of this problem. oth rewarding. 


both to our ‘“‘way of life” and for our works. “Strangely enough, many/ic of reat importance to 
HOW DOES ONE “APPLY” TO BECOME A FRIEND-| Americans eet ‘in| Friendship House. At times 
~ > Te 7 oP? se > PY 1N- | the works have been almost 
SHIP HOUSE STAFF WORKER? | difference than by positive lentirely run by volunteers. 


Either by mail or in person one con-; Conscious injustice. Yet both | Some work in 
can be equally sinful because | with the children. 


og are our brother’s keeper. | Heath, June Snyder, 
We Americans are a very | 
strange people. We boast of | others play games with them, 
our democracy. At the same | watch their conduct, become 
time we deny democracy to a|their friends, and pray for 
tenth of our nation. We are ‘them. Bill Salmon in a very 
all out for fair play—if we are IF ranciscan manner, brings 
willing to admit that all is not a beautiful 
fair. We white’ Americans | jjttle fox from Georgia, 
have closed our eyes to the} several harmless snakes—for 
Negro and his problems. We | the inspection and delight of 
have let ourselves be deluded |the Cubs. Other volunteers 
by a ae ancient, precon-/ do office work. Erica, secre- 
| celv ed, false notions. This is | tarv to the Sheeds, takes dic- 
' where FH goes to work. | tation to thank the kind people 


the clubroom 
Audrey 
Joe New- 
‘man, Alma Jones, and many 


Very simply. 
tacts one of the three Local Directors of Friendship 
House, or its Director General, expressing the desire to 
either become a Staff Worker or find out more about! 
becoming one. The applicant is then given a special 
pamphlet entitled “STAFF WORKERS OF FRIEND-| 
SHIP HOUSE,” which summarize their whole way of 
life. This is then discussed thoroughly with one of the 
directors. 

The applicant then must present a health certificate, | 
a letter of reference from his spiritual director or pastor, | 
his baptismal certificate and write an official letter of 
application to the Director General. After his (or her) | 
references have been checked and found satisfactory the | 
applicant is received as a probationer for one year, at)“. us, the Negro wassome-| whose donations hel ~ 
the completion of which he becomes a Staff Worker. | one we saw caricatured in the | oar ‘wer "bills. Tete es 


IS THE APPLICANT BOUND TO STAY THE FULL ™ovies or on the stage: not | office manager downtown, files 
YEAR—AND FOR HOW LONG DOES THE) our brother in Christ. The! eards for Friendship House 


| Negro was a simple creature, |News and has served as sec- 


STAFF WORKER BIND HIMSELF (OR HER- | satisfied with the “Happy Am eater to the mothers’ club. 
SELF) TO STAY? I” type of religion: not our | Many help to fold and address 


brother in Christ, craving for | appe: ters or ¢ ‘e- 
Friendship House, we repeat, is part of the great Lay| g for jappeal letters or announce 


jthe truth which only the! ments of our events. In the 
Apostolate of the Church. Its membership alw ays is | Catholic Church can give. We | library, Audrey Perry checks 


composed of LAY PEOPLE who live toge ther the! imagined the Negro to be an! books, files cards, and dusts 
Friendship House way of life and do its works WITH- irresponsible creature who | books. In the kitchen of Ma- 
OUT ANY PROMISES OR VOWS. Theirs is an inner | C°U!d sing ar.d dance even on/donna Flat different volun- 
surrender to God renewed every moment of their lives. bss her stomach: not our |teers get supper and 

They are at perfect libertv to leave at any time. racer Maes se ces omperey | Came. oe say Pa ng 

: ie : me, : . struggling against overwhelm- | deKcious Surinam fried chick- 
Friendship House in turn is at liberty to ask them to jing odds to provide a decent en dinner last week. Gloria 
leave at any time if it finds that they do not have the living or home for his family. Marino has prepared many de- 
vocation to its way of life or the health needed for its| (Continued ‘licious suppers. Helen Coolen, 
works. For order’s sake, it takes time to readjust pro- . 
grams and works they may be engaged in, both sides 
give a three-months’ notice of their decision. 

This is the hardest part of Friendship House to ex- 
plain to the general public. For the “vocation” to the 
Lay Apostolate is yet very new and unknown, as well 
as little understood in America. However, it comes 
down to this—all Catholics should live according to the 
yiost Holy Will of God’ And if God calls them to 
Friendship House way of life, and they have thoroughly 
talked the matter over with the Directorate of Friend- 
ship House, and found THEM ready to accept them as 
Staff Workers, and furthermore fully discussed and 
taken advice of their spiritual directors and received 
their permission and approbation to try same... then! 
they offer the Lord their yesterdays and their tomor- 
rows, which belong to Him anyway, and enter Friend- 
ship House with only their “TODAYS” to give Him. 
Inwardly surrendering to Him, because of His call and 
their love for Him, themselves in the life and works of 
Friendship House, content to wait on His first move to 
show them any further and greater vocation they may 
ultimately have—such as the priesthood, religious life 
or marriage, or even maybe the return to their former 
state of life. It is up to Him to close one door and open 
another for them. They in the meantime rest content 
to do the work of the day in Friendship House and go 
about it AS IF IT WAS THEIRS FOR A WHOLE 
LIFETIME... as in many cases it turned out to be. 
HOW ARE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE STAFF W OBRERS and explain. 

TRAINED? The specific spiritual way of life and techniques of 

Starting this October all further applicants will be ac-| Friendship House are further clarified for Staff Work- 
cepted once a year on that date. They will first proceed ers in training by weekly (or more) conferences with} 
to the Pre-Training Center of Friendship House, where | directors of their local branch. Once a year a Conven-| 
for two months they will be indoctrinated by the Di-|tion is held in one of the Houses to take stock of work | 
rector General in the history of Friendship House, its jdone and prepare for the next year. It takes five years 
structure, ee ve of life,. its techniques of worms ite te sae fully Friendship House Staff Workers in their 


wie “ 


| his pets—Peachy, 


on page 6) 


formation training, they will be assigned to one of the 
three existing Houses, at the discretion of the Directo- 
rate, where will begin their real training in the life and 
works of Friendship House. This includes academic 
‘training in such matters as theology for laymen 
four-year course. Negro History. Race Relations in 
America. The Cooperative movements. The Rural and 
Back-to-the-Land apostolates. Labor History. Union- 
ism. Housing. Health. Recreation. Adult Education. 
Plus such special crafts or skills as may be required 
from each specially, namely: First aid, cooking, craft 
work, typing, library work, social service. 

A constant spiritual training for their way of life helps 
them to see their place in the vineyard of the Lord. 
This consists of special conferences given by priests, 
days of recollection, eight-day retreats, plus, of course, 
daily Mass and the ‘liturgical prayers of Prime and 
Compline, coupled with meditations and visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament daily. All are advised to have a per- 
sonal spiritual director. Each Friendship House alse 
has its Moderator—a priest. 

Beside all the above, the future Staff Worker learns 
best by living and working in Friendship House, where 
the constantly changing scene of needs and problems of 
those we work with brings to them the full realization 
of the ripeness of the harvest and the lack of harvesters 
in the Interracial field. And where everyone, from the 
‘director to the older Staff Worker, is at hand to guide 
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The work of our volunteers 


and | 


Upon the completion of this months’ preliminary in- 





STAFF REPORTER 


By M.C.K. 


EPTUAGESIMA Sunday prepares us for Lent. 
“Why stand you here all the day 
‘recruit- | talk on Friendship House from | idle?” Do any of us hear those words at times when we think 
worldly things and how much is 
feel that Christ and His Church 


The Lord 


loved? Do you feel that vour 


colored brother should be treated more justly? Do you want 
|to put those feelings into action? 
would benefit tremendously as a Friendship House volunteer. 
an evening to serve Christ and 


Then you’re a person who 


even in this life by the com- 


group of kindred souls who find great jov 


better. It will be no greater 


‘hardship than searching for worldly amusement and infinitely 
———— 


Jo Dinger, and others have 
called for a blind lady to bring 
her to our affairs or for a 
blind man with a large family 
to take him to the Lighthouse 
workshop. John McMahon 
drew those cuts of the librarv, 
Madonna Flat, and the club- 
room which some of you may 
have enjoyed. He also visited 
patients in hospitals, insane 
and medical. On Monday 
nights, the two Audreys and 
Clare serve tea to the assem- 
bled multitudes and wash the 
cups afterwards. Three faith- 
ful volunteers unpack and 
sort clothing and work on giv- 
ing-out days to fit out those 
who gave us an opportunity 
to serve Christ in their per- 
sons. Mrs. Clara Russell has 
done this since the beginning 
of Friendship House. Miss 
Purviance, a convert, runs a 
youth club in another section 
of Harlem and is zealously 
taking her youngsters to Mass 


and instructions. She took 
some lovely evening gowns 
for her girls and brought 


much joy into their lives. Mrs. 
Hite works faithfully in spite 
of very poor health. They are 
an inspiration to us all. 


wash | 


LL our volunteers indoc- 

trinate constantly, which 
means that everyone they 
meet sooner or later knows 
about Friendshin House and 
Catholic teachings on inter- 
racial justice. They carry lit- 
erature with them. Some of 
their families and friends are 
quite prejudiced but they 
carry on. Sometimes Friend- 
ship House offers something 
so attractive that the obstrep- 
erous relative finally comes to 
ihis queer place and changes 


his mind for the better. Ger- 
trude goes to many other 


events and talks about Friend- 
ship House. She comes back 


with wonderful ideas on 
speakers. Joe Newman sold 
our work to his many friends 


in Hawaii. He was scoutmaster 
until his school opened but he 
still devotes most of his spare 
time to Friendship House. One 
of his scouts, a boy whom no 
one else had been able to 
touch, almost wept when Joe 


had to leave as scoutmaster. 
But now Mr. Northern, a pro- 
fessional musician with stu- 
dios in Carnegie Hall, takes 


up the work and all will be 
well again. Next we are yvoing 
to expand into Girl Scouting. 
The harvest is truly ripe on 
many vines and we can keep 
any number of laborers bus\ 
The most important work of 
the volunteer is to reform him- 
self into a good instrument 
|for the hand of God. There 
are days of recollection every 
two months, a week’s retreat 
|once a year, an evening of in- 
'doctrination once a_ week, 
apologetics every two weeks, 
and many lectures to help us 
to ie — a God better 








The Baroness Jots lt Down | 


= third yearly Convention of Friendship Houses, has just | 
[t was held this year in Chicago. 


come to a close. 
year we hope to have it at the 


HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 


Next 
Farm, in Marathon City, Wis. 


To me, as always, it was a miracle of God’s grace, to see my 
ever-growing spiritual family gathered around ¢ table clarify- 
ing, discussing, settling the problems, techniques, foundations 
of the work, which only recently (to me) was but the dream 
of a lonely woman and her restless, hungry heart. 


But there they were. Dele-* 


gates from ths New York City | 
House. Delegates from Mara- | 
thon City. Hosts and dele- 
gates from the Chicago House 
—incredible, but true. Some) 
meeting each other for the first | 
time, others renewing mem- 
ories of previous meetings. All 
feeling they belonged to one) 
family, as is the way in the 
Apostolate. 

There was much to discuss. 
The theme for this convention | 
was CONSOLIDATION AND 
CLARIFICATION OF, 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE FOUN- 


DATIONS, for, in the past 
year a new branch in the| 
country had been opened. 


Many new Staff Workers ac- 
cepted the work spreading and 
growing in height and depth; 
the theme was timely. No 
doubt about it. 

First came the pre-training 
center, the need of which had | 
been felt all along. It takes 
almost five years to TRAIN a 
Friendship House Staff Work- 
er, and the training is always 
done in the field. But time 
has come when we should be- 
gin to gather all newcomers at 
one time, and_ indoctrinate 
them in the _ pre-training 
points of Friendship House 
way of life, history, tech-| 
niques and goals. Through the | 
generosity of a friend a house 
in Comberemere, Canada, had 
been offered to us. It was de- 
cided to accept it for a year’s 
trial, and use it from October 
to December of 1946 for that 
purpose. If the trial suc- | 
cessful, we will establish our 
Indoctrination Center there} 
permanently. 

Due to the growth of 
Friendship House itself, and | 
its personnel, the work of the | 
National Director has _ in-| 
creased manyfold. At the) 
present moment I am that Di- | 
rector. The many needs, du- 
ties and works of that office | 
were clarified, and an addi- 
tional room rented below the 
one which has been for over | 
two years both mine and Ed- | 
die’s home AND THE OFFICE | 
OF THE NATIONAL DIREC- 


Is 


TOR. I will be able to turn 
around now without falling | 
over folders, letters, Eddie, | 


files, books and what have vou, | 
which I have been doing all | 
this time. The address is still | 
the same, though, 8 W. Walton 
Pl., Chicago 10, IIl. 

As all these new additions 
to Friendship House structure 
get going and develop, we 
shall write them up for you 
fully and I hope comprehen- 
sively. For we always want | 
to keep our friends posted on 
all that happens to us’ if we 
can, for it seems something is 
always happening and so fast 
that we ourselves have a hard 
time keeping track of it. 

In between all these weighty | 
subjects and discussions, we | 
managed to have a swell din- | 
ner in a Chinese restaurant. | 
Had several parties. ie 


Missa Recitata at St. Elisa- 
beth’s. And a Missa Cantata 
at Sheil School. Profound 


|not matter much. 


the Church and to the Direc- | 
torate of the School. Above | 


all thanks to the gracious Lord 


'for His graces, and to our two 
| moderators tor 


their 
and direction. 


brings me to the question of 
HOUSE MOTHER. 

Many are the departments 
or works of Friendship House 


|—children, recreation, adults, | 
| education, libraries, etc.—but 


none so important as the 
WORK OF THE HOUSE} 
MOTHER. And we need one 


badly in the New York City 


| House. 


Now of course when I think 
of a House Mother I know I 


'am asking for a miracle. But 


then isn’t every praver of 
faith a miracle of God’s grace 


as is every answer to it? And | 


so I shall describe an _ ideal 
house mother, and ask the 
dear Lord and St. Martha to 
do their best to send us one. 
Of course she first must 
have a vocation to the Lay 
Apostolate, plus a special cail 


to the lay Apostolate of Inter- | 


racial Justice in which Friend- 
ship House is engaged. She 
must be healthy of mind and 
body, and full of a sense of 
humor ,that will make light of 
many strange and uncommon 
situations. She should be be- 


tween and 32 vears of age 


a few years either way would 
But above 
all she should see in pots and 


| pans, brooms and soap a shin- 


ing ladder to God. 

Be a good cook, willing to 
learn how to make little go a 
long way healthily. We will 


teach her the secret—a good | 


housekeeper, whose every ges- 
ture is done for love of those 
she serves. But it isn’t a 
HOUSEKEEPER WE WANT. 
It is a MOTHER—a mother 


for all the Staff Workers who | 


have left their homes, to come 
and live in Harlem because 
they are in love with Christ 
the Lord, and their brothers— 
forgotten and neglected. 

She must love poverty for 
that is our only wealth. She 


must be observant with the 
|acute observance that love 
gives. Noticing the beginning 


of tiredness in her “children” 
and trying to eradicate it, 
watching over them in sick- 
ness and in health, in the thou- 


sand ways a real mother does. | 


True the Local Director of 
Friendship House does that 
constantly, but the House- 
Mother helps her. If there is 


be interested, please write to 
me, and let us talk it over. 
Perhaps I should simply state 
that Friendship House New 
York needs a MOTHER to 
feed, keep house, mend, con- 
sole, advise, nurse, laugh and 
cry with the Staff Workers of 
the House, and do all this for 





advice 





| DREAM A WORLD 


| I dream a world where man 

| No other man will scorn, | 

| Where love will bless the 
earth 


And peace its paths adorn. 

I dream a world where all 

Will know sweet 
way, ¢ 4 

| Where greed no longer saps 


| 


SUALLY at this time I the soul 

would bring vou the} Nor avarice blights ovr day. 
‘needs of our brothers in| A world I dream where black 
Christ. But this issue is sort} or white, 
of dedicated to Friendship| Whatever race you be, 
House and ITS NEEDS. So [| Will share the bounties of the 
will discuss them, which} earth 


And every man is free, 

Where wretchedness will hang 

| its head, 

And joy like a pear! 

Attends the needs of all man- 
kind. 

| Of such I dream—— 

|Our world! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


freedom’s | 


| 
' 
| 


| above all, it gives a graphic 


| 
| 


Aria by Langston Hughes from | 


TROUBLED IS- 
by William 


the opera, 
LAND, music 
|Grant Still. 


Staff Reporte 


(Continued 
which will make us serve Him 
better in our neighbor. 

Can you do any of the above 


from .page 5) 


reign of Christ in our poor 
silly world which is being led 
by hate and fear into terrible 
follies? Each one is a spiritual 
or corporal work of mercy for 
which there is a pathetic need 
here. 
ter’s query and go into His 
| vineyard, 


You Are Invited to the 
Blessing and Opening of 


The Circulating 
Library of 
St. Joseph’s Farm 


Friendship House 
MARATHON CITY, WISCONSIN 
OPEN HOUSE, 11:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 


March 17, 1946 


House Blessing at 3:00 P.M. 
by Rev. Wenzel Mualtirer 





| 


| 


Let us answer the Mas- | 


is only a mockery of Christ to | 
| preach his Mystical Body and4 


| cial 


things to help bring about the | liant 





By ANN HARRIGAN 


Black Metropolis, by Horace | 


Cayton & S. Clair Drake, | 
Harcourt Brace, $5.00. 


¢6¢FQLACK METROPOLIS” 
is a book to read if you 
are looking for a cosmic view 


of the South Side where al- 
most all of Chicago’s 300,000 
Negroes live. Beginning with 
the southern it | 
takes the reader through the 
1919 race riot, the depression 
years in the black belt, and, 


migrations, 


picture of what it means to 





live behind the “eight ball of 
jim crow’—as regards hous- 
ing, jobs, unions, business, pol- 
itics, rackets, ete.—with a spe- 
treatment of | 


“scientific” 
religion, which appears to be 


strictly “opium” to Messrs. 
Drake and Cayton. 
I can’t blame the authors 


too much for disillusionment 


and cynicism when it comes 
to how the religions have tac- 
kled the great social problems 
of a big citv like Chicago. 
Looking at the apathy of some | 
religious people, one can see 
why. 

But it is too bad that they, 
and Richard Wright in a bril- 
introduction, still put 
such complete and childlike | 
trust in what science is going | 
to do for the ills and happi- | 
ness of man. All the energy | 
and talent that went into the | 
making olf this book—and it’s 
a big book of 800 pages, with | 
many good maps, an index, | 
etc.—could have been spent so | 
much more effectively, if their | 
thesis had developed from the | 
concept of a God-centered | 
world. 

What 
will do, I hope, is awaken | 
those who do believe in a God- 
centered world to see that the | 
“Negro problem is an integral | 
part of American civilization | 
and cannot be treated in isola- 
tion.” (Myrdal) And that it 





| 
| 
| 


to practice, or allow, such in- 
human conditions as have 
been the colored man’s in this | 
country for the past 300 years. | 
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BY EDDIE DOHERTY: 


HICAGO has become more 

or less blase about con- 
ventions. It regards the av- 
erage delegate as a sucker 
with a little money and a big 
yen for fun—“‘a guy with a 
badge who makes a beeline for 
the nearest bar.” 

It has seen many conven- 
tions. Yet one, at least, was 
unusual to those who watched 
it, and what’s more, it was im- 
portant. 

The delegates were not met 
to make rules against compet- 
ing with each other in the 
same field. They were not in- 
terested in wavs of creating 
new outlets for their goods, 
nor increasing lines of produc- 
tion. They were not seeking 
the latest scientific methods; 
nor trying to achieve stand- 
ards in cutting down over- 


| head, or in establishing sal- 


was no profit 
motive of any kind in their 
getting together. There was 
no wish to find simpler or 


aries. There 


|more efficient ways of opera- 


tion. 

The delegates were moti- 
vated only by the intent to 
extend, so far as possible, the 


| kingdom of God and all that 


appertains to that Kingdom. 


Where two or three are 
gathered together in His 


name, there He is in the midst 
of them. That explains why 


| these delegates were so happy, 


why they were so sober, and 
why they were so very extra 
good looking. Perfect bliss 
was in their midst. They were 
drunk with it. They sang with 
it. It shone out of their eyes, 
It went with them everywhere 
in Chicago—even into the Chi- 
nese restaurant where they 
had their last supper together. 

To see these delegates in ac- 
tion” was to look at the early 
Christians, and to get a look 


“Black Metropolis”;at the Christians who may 


have to gather in the Cata- 
combs of the future. 

You know—it must have 
been pretty tough to live in 
the Catacombs in ancient 
days. And it will be tough if 
those days come again. It is 
never solacing to be hunted, 
to be in danger of your life 
every minute of the day and 
the night. And yet—and yet 
I'll bet a new typewriter those 
kids in the caves underground 
were something like the kids 
we saw in Chicago last month 


66é OU know in what manner of times we live, and what | Just as happy, just as eager, 


these times demand from the Catholic forces. 
one hand, we deplore a society growing ever more pagan, 
wherein the light of the Catholic faith is growing faint in.| 
souls. In consequence, the Christian sense, and the purity and | 


On the 


integrity of morals, are also waning within them to a really 
alarming degree. On the other hand, we grieve because the | 
clergy is quite insufficient to cope with the needs of our times. | 
This is so, either because in certain places it is not nwmerous | We considered the Negro as a 
jenough; or, because many sorts of persons, refractory to its creature who, at times, be- 
beneficent influence, remain strangers to the counsels and ' came quite annoying by at- 
precepts of the gospel teaching. Hence it is necessary that all| tempting to intrude into the 


_men be apostles; it is necessary that the Catholic laity do not | American 
stand idle, but be united with the ecclesiastical hierarchy and | obviously 


just as courageous. And may- 
be, so far as the gals were con- 
cerned, just as good looking. 


FH Convention 


(Continued from page 5) 


scene, which. 
not intended 


was 
for 


ready to obey its orders; that they take their share in the holy | him: not our brother in Christ, 
warfare, and that, by complete self-dedication, prayer, and | fighting for human rights, due 
action, they co-operate for the reflowering of faith and the| him as a man created to the 


| Return Postage Guaranteed 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


he oe ‘Christian reformation of morals.”—Pope Pius XI. ! 
anyone reading this who may | ; a 


oneself 





| 34 West 135th St., New York 30, N. Y. 


image .and likness of God.” 
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